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Why did you join the Pen-

tagon Sailing Club? I 

joined to sail and then got 

to know some fine folks 

and wanted to give back to 

the club. As your Commo-

dore I work with the other 

Bridge Officers to get 

things done. You will read 

about many of things we 

ñgot doneò in this issue. I 

hope you will join me in 

congratulating the club on 

our latest accomplishment. 

Tony Skivo, our Vice 

Commodore, has literally 

put the Pentagon Sailing 

Club on the map as the 

only official American 

Sailing Association Facility 

in Washington DC. With 

this comes more work but 

I know you are all up to it. 

But donôt forget to get out 

on the water too! 

 

Last monthôs membership 

meeting was packed in sev-

eral ways. It was packed 

with people including sev-

eral prospective members. 

Keep telling your friends 

and co-workers about 

these meetings. Our next 

one is at the same location 

itôs been for the last 5 

months and we appreciate 

how hospitable they have 

been. Come to McGinty's 

Public House in Arlington 

on Wednesday, May 19. 

The meeting is scheduled 

to start at 7pm but come 

early to take advantage of 

some great appetizer deals 

and socialize with other 

club members. There is 

free parking - check the 

web site for directions if 

needed.  

 

I hope to see many of you 

on the Memorial Day Raft-

up (MDRU), one of our 

premier sailing events. If 

you cannot sail the entire 

weekend, plan on joining 

us for the Sunday evening 

meal at Herrington Har-

bour North Marina in 

Traceyôs Landing, Mary-

land. Read the Bay Com-

modoreôs article for more 

details. 

 

Volunteerism is what we 

are known for and what 

we need more of. Thanks 

for yours!  
Larry  

Commodore Paulson presents B-

KBS certificate to Steve Curtis 

You will receive a welcoming smile from 

club members like Winnie OôConnor 

http://www.pentagonsailing.org/calendar.htm
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Vice Commodoreôs Page  Tony Skivo  
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Vice Commodore's Log 

2 May  2010 

 

 

 Fellow PSC Sailors, 

 

PSC  passed the ASA Facility In-

spection on Monday with flying 

colors.  For all intents and pur-

poses, but pending the official no-

tice from ASA HQ,  we are now a 

recognized ASA Facility. Our river 

training program was also ASA 

certified at the 101 and 103 levels. 

All we need now is to qualify ASA 

instructors. 

 

Larry Paulson, Roger Hammer,  

Hal Moore, and I spent the day with 

Duncan Hood.  It was a great meet-

ing and left all with a very positive 

feeling about the way ahead. Work-

ing with Duncan is a lot like work-

ing with Rich White. 

 

 

I would like to thank all those that 

made this happen.  There are a few 

people that we really need to thank 

Wes Moy for getting us started 

down the road and introducing us to 

ASA, Roger Hammer for all the 

great work in getting the club house 

and boats ready as well as meeting 

with Wes, myself and ASA Reps 

last year, and  Will Kelchner for his 

work putting assembling all our 

2009 training material into one well 

laid-out binder. I would also like to 

thank Larry for his support this 

year. 

 

We need as many people qualified 

as ASA 201/ 203 instructors in or-

der to teach and award ASA 

101/103 certifications.  The PSC 

will award the USNSA, B-KBS rat-

ing as well as the ASA 101/103 

Certification for our Basic Keelboat 

Classes starting later this year. 

 

Student numbers drive the costs 

and other requirements so we need 

to determine now how many PSC 

members are interested in attend-

ing.  The plan is to host the 4-day 

ASA Instructor Course on the Poto-

mac River tentatively on about 28 -

31 July 2010 (Thursday through 

Sunday). Class time would be from 

0830 ï 1700 daily. You will need to 

completely clear your calendar to 

enroll.  Any missed class time will 

result in failure to obtain your 

qualification. No exceptions. 

 

Administrative details are still be-

ing coordinated and will be based 

upon your responses.  For planning 

purposes the estimated cost for the 

course is $200-$300.  The club is 

looking at possibly mitigating this 

cost through some means, but noth-

ing is final.  Expect to pay the full 

amount.   The maximum size for 

the class is limited to 8 people so 

please let us know your interest 

quickly.  If there is a demand we 

will try possibly to schedule an-

other class later this year, but we 

will definitely schedule one for 

Spring/Summer 2011. 

 

Prerequisites to take the PSC spon-

sored ASA Instructor Course are:  

You must be a current PSC 

member 

You must hold a USNSA, B

-KBS rating or higher 

You must have passed the 

PSC Navigation and Rules 

of the Road exam 

You must have completed 

the DC boaterôs safety 

course. 

 

Having attended the USNSA In-

structor Course would be helpful 

but is not a prerequisite to take the 

ASA is course.   A benefit to be-

coming an ASA instructor is that 

you can teach at any ASA sailing 

school. 

 

This is a challenging course.  There 

will be an extensive ASA written 

test before the class. You will also 

be required to prepare and present 

presentations, participate in class 

discussions, and  go through an On-

The-Water (OTW) evaluation. Ex-

pect about two hours of homework 

each night. Students must also pass 

a ASA written navigation and vis-

ual piloting exam.  You must also 

pass a Single handed sailing test.  

You will be required to complete 

each of the following tasks single 

handed; hoist the jib, tack, jibe, 

conduct a man overboard recovery, 

heave to, and reef, shack the reef 

out all while under sail. 

 

(continued next page) 
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Membership Kate Miller  

Ahoy PSC Members, 

 

As our commodore reminded you on page 1, the May membership meeting is on the 19th 

at McGintyôs Public House in Arlington starting at 7pm. Mark your 

calendar for that night.   

 

I donôt want you to miss a meeting as there are some neat connec-

tions to be made between boat owners who need crew, people who 

have owned boats and want to tell you about how much fun that is, 

and people who love to sail and want to talk about it. So come on 

out and enjoy the fun at the monthly PSC membership meeting. 

  

Please join us for the  Membership Drive at the Pentagon on 11-12 

May, Tuesday and Wednesday, from  1000-1400. Recreational Ser-

vices at the Pentagon hosts a ñtravel showò for area recreational 

activities to advertise their services. We plan to be there with bro-

chures and poster boards.  

 

If you would like to sign up, please send an email to membership-

commodore@pentagonsailing.org.  

  

Kate 

 

 

Vice Commodore (continued) 

Graduates of the course will be required to teach 

as Lead Instructors the remaining three courses in 

the PSC schedule for 2010, as well as the five 

courses scheduled for next year. First come, first 

served on lining up your teaching dates. 

 

If think you are interested in taking this course, 

please send an email to Tony Skivo at vicecom-

modore@pentagonsailing.org or 

amshd2@aol.com and cc Hal Moore trainingcom-

modore@pentagonsailing.org no later than 21 

May 10. 

   

Tony Skivo  

Vice Commodore 2010 

mailto:membershipcommodore@pentagonsailing.org
mailto:membershipcommodore@pentagonsailing.org
mailto:vicecommodore@pentagonsailing.org
mailto:vicecommodore@pentagonsailing.org


Training Corner    Hal Moore  

 
 

This month, potential sailors have come out of hibernation.  Our  May and June  B-

KBS classes are completely filled, and we have had a rash of new prospective fills for 

the August class.  

 

I still do not have a Lead Instructor for the B-KBS III (August) class.  I 

also have some primary instructor gaps.  

 

 

The second  Rules of the Road Clinic for those who have not been able to 

pass is scheduled for Monday, 10 May at 1830 at McGintyôs.  

 

While we have been doing well at filling the B-KBS classes, we have been doing so 

well at filling the Bay Sails. We usually get a surge after each of the B-KBS classes, so  

that may help out. But it also means that the places you have been ñthinking about 

signing up forò wonôt be for when you ready to send in your form.  

 

We will be updating the calendar shortly, but almost all of our training events will be 

held out McGintyôs after the last navigation class on 8 May.  

 

 

I will be reviewing the new ASA training materials that we have received this month, 

and determine any modifications that are needed to our training program. ASA is 

recognizing our  B-KBS course because of its duration and because it is conducted 

on larger boats with outboard engines, as an ASA 103 course.  Our plan is to make 

miner changes to the classroom and On-The Water portions of the class.  Starting 

with the August class, we will award concurrently an ASA 101/103 certificate and the 

B-KBS Certificate. Students will need to take and pass both the ASA 101 and 103 ex-

ams.  We will no longer administer our B-KBS exam.  

 

We will set up a challenge process where previous B-KBS graduates can take the 

ASA 101 and 103 exams to get credit for those classes.  There will be a fee for the 

challenge (that is how ASA gets its money), but we have not determined that price 

yet.  We will most likely offer these exams as part of the Cruising Skipper exam se-

ries dates.  

 

 

 

Hal Moore, Training Commodore 
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The Bay and Beyond Ray Widmayer   

 

Just a quick update on the PSC Bay Program. 

 

 

The Memorial Day Raft-up is pretty much a done deal at this 

point. MDRU Coordinator, Lynnette Hupman, wants me to 

remind you that if you are planning to attend the dinner on 

Sunday night at Calypso Bay Restaurant, she needs to have 

your $29 payment in advance. Look for details regarding the 

meal, limerick contests, and directions on the PSC web site or 

you can contact her at hupman@erols.com. 

 

As far as planning and participants are concerned, the British 

Virgin Islands trip is also a done deal but weôve included all the details for you in this issue of the 

Lubberôs Line. Let's focus on our next big event on the Bay...the fabulous PSC Labor Day Raft-up. 

As in the past, the PSC goes somewhere really nice over the Labor Day Weekend ...and this year is 

certainly no exception. This year we are going to Rock Hall, Maryland. For those not familiar with 

Rock Hall, it is the home of the Maryland School of Sailing, one of the best offshore sailing schools 

anywhere. It is also the home of the Gertrude Sailing Center, and is the home of the Island Packet 

Yachts on the Bay. The Maryland School of Sailing uses Island Packets for its offshore sailing. Per 

our normal raft up policy, we will be rafting on Saturday at an anchorage not to far from Rock Hall  

(specific details TBD). Back to our home ports on Monday, September 1st...Labor Day. Check out 

the Sea Gods, Legends and Nautical Lore theme page further on in this Lubberôs Line. 

 

Our Bay training program got off in earnest with Hal Moore conducting the first two days of Close 

Quarters Maneuvering Training. This training is very valuable, as we find that one of the most diffi-

cult situations that many sailors find themselves in is confined marinas. This training is mandatory 

for all D-CS candidates, primarily because we have had accidents in the past.  There will be another 

session scheduled in July.  

 

Many of our overnight sails are already full, including those late in the season. However, several of 

our day sails are  coming up quickly and do not have any sign ups.  If we are going to lose more 

money by paying full price for a boat for a weekend than we will lose by forfeiting a deposit, we 

will do the latter. Please keep in mind that once we have students graduating from the B-KBS 

classes, we normally get a rush of people signing up for bay sails. If you wait too long, all of the 

sails will be filled for the season. You will then have to wait until next year to get on the bay.  

 

With a small deposit (see the club rate tables), you can reserve sails without a big financial outlay.  

 

Cheers, Ray 

mailto:hupman@erols.com

